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Introduction 

 

 
With this lines I want to make aware of certain problems, which I crossed in E.G.White’s writings 

concerning the supposed 120 years of probation-time before the flood. It deals with a question that 

obviously has already been addressed by other people and that seems to have been answered already, 

at least to some extend by the E.G.White Center. However to my opinion, there are still some open 

questions to be treated. According to the material that I found up to now I realized that not every 

problematical statement, this concerning, has been addressed. 

 

Personally I did not look for this problem, but being a preacher, I just was led to this question by a 

deeper study of Gen. 1-9. It was in a context of a challenge about creation or evolution, and a universal 

versus a local flood. 

By this way I was challenged to find out, what would be the real meaning of the well known text in 

Gen. 6,3 were it says : “And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also 

is flesh; yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.” 

The questions and reflections that I was dealing with, were the following: 

 

(1)  Has the information in Gen. 6,3c about the 120 years to be seen as a special probation-time 

before the flood, or merely as the length of the life-span of human life in comparison to the life 

before the flood. 

 

(2)  Is the traditional thinking of 120 years of a special probation-time before the flood in accordance 

with the biblical report about the situation before the flood? 

 

I’ m sure not the first person that was dealing with this question and will not be the last one, but I came 

probably to some unusual conclusions and discoveries in E. G. White’s writings, that I did never 

expect before. In this paper I’d like to bring the whole issue into discussion. 

 

A short reflection about the 120 years of Gen. 6, 3 
 

It is generally known that these 120 years were a special time of probation, which God revealed to 

Noah, to tell him how long he would have time to build the ark, and how long the world would still 

exist before getting destroyed by the flood. This conception also seems to be in accordance with E. G. 

White writings. 

In this paper however I would like to point out same real difficulties relating to this application of the 

text. 

First we want to consider two important facts concerning the mentioning of the 120 years in the 

context of the inspired text. (Gen 6,3 

 

 Two possibilities of interpretation 
 

There has always been at least two possibilities of interpreting these 120 years. 

  

(1)  A special time of probation for the antediluvians. The time that Noah had to build the ark and to 

warn the people of this time before the flood. 

 

(2)  A kind of prophecy concerning the lower expectation of living human age sometime in the future. 

(Probably in the time after the flood. But the text is not clear the time regarding!) 
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The second possibility is usually rejected by most of the commentators, because of the fact that the 

life-span right after the flood has still been more than 400 years. (See Gen. 11:10-32)  They argue that 

this age of 120 years has been reached only about the time of Moses, which was about 1000 year after 

the flood. This is the main argument which a lot of commentators bring forth against the second view 

and in support to the first view. 

 

It seems however that if the age would have dropped right after the flood to 120 years, probably 

nobody would have ever thought that these 120 years could be seen as a announcement for a special 

probation time for the whole mankind before the flood. The Hebrew text would much more be in favor 

to the life-span of man. This was confirmed to me by Jacques Doukhan (professor in biblical Hebrew 

at Andrews University) in a personal discussion about this question.  

 

So we could generally say, that a certain preposition and traditional expectation, which to my 

understanding does not come out from the text, but has rather to be seen as an “eis-egese”, has led to 

this preference in the interpretation.  

 

Notice shortly some objections that we would have to reflect on this passage if we take a closer 

exegetical look at this text. 

 

(1)  Gen. 6,3 does not say at all, at what time this age of 120 years would come to be fulfilled in reality. 

It does not even say, that it would necessarily be after the flood! It’s not in the text at all!  

     

Out from the text and the context it could even have happened already before the flood! It’s just 

because of our knowledge about the situation after the flood that we can tell that it happened in the 

time after the flood. But the announcement did not content this precise information.  

 

(2)  Gen. 6,3 does not say either that the 120 years of age would already become a reality right in the 

generation after the flood! Time was not precised at all, when it should exactly happen.   

                  

(3)  It could have been right after the flood by a abrupt event, but a gradual degradation of age in the 

generations could have been in view by God and must therefore not be excluded.  

Personally I would compare it with the announcement of the curse in the paradise, when God 

announced the curse about the thorns and thistles. They did not appear at this very time, but 

become a fact gradually by human amalgamation, as E. G. White tells us. 

  

“Not one noxious plant was placed in the Lord's great garden, but after Adam and Eve sinned, 

poisonous herbs sprang up. In the parable of the sower the question was asked the Master, "Didst 

not thou sow good seed in thy field? how then hath it tares?" The Master answered, "An enemy 

hath done this." All tares are sown by the evil one. Every noxious herb is of his sowing, and by his 

ingenious methods of amalgamation he has corrupted the earth with tares (MS 65, 1899 

[published in F. D. Nichol, <SI Ellen G. White and Her Critics <EI]). - S.D.A.Bible Commentary 

Vol. 1 pg. 1086 

 

(3)  G en. 6,3 does not say either that it was Noah to whom God revealed this information!  

It just says, “And the Lord said: My Spirit shall not always strive with man…” 

The text does not say to whom God spoke at that time. It could have been to another person, one 

even before Noah to whom God might have revealed it. Another possibility to see that, we will still 

discuss at the end of the paper. 
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(4)  It could have been an announcement or Prophecy long before Noah. Note, that the text finds itself 

in the context, where it describes the time when the antediluvian population of mankind started to 

increase, and when the sons of God and the daughters of men started to get confused. This was 

long before the flood! It was surely before Enoch lived. (Enoch was translated to heaven 669 years 

before the flood)           So by 

this reflections it would not be right to expect that if this announcement about the 120 years would 

be a prophecy about the length of  the future life-span of man, that it would have to be fulfilled 

right in the generation after the flood. The text does just not say it like that! I think all the 

commentaries seem not to see this textual and exegetical fact. So the text leaves it absolutely open, 

when the age of man would reach this 120 years.  

 

(5)  It is a scientific and observable fact up to our days that the highest average of human age still is at 

about 120 years. So this life-span has been a reality for more then 3000 years in post-deluvian 

mankind. Should that be just by chance so, or was it because God announced it already before the 

flood? 

 

(6)  This lost of life-length was one of the greatest consequences that mankind ever in its existence had 

to suffer as a judgment of God!         Would God not have 

done, as he ever did before he brought a judgment over men. “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, 

but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.”  (Amos 3, 7) 

That’s why I would propose that this information about the 120 years should be understood as a 

prophetic announcement to the degenerating mankind in pre-deluvian time. It was to prepare them 

of a great change that would take place if they would not repent.  

It could be possible that this ultimate result of rebellion against the Creator of life had bee already 

revealed by God to Enoch, of whom we know by the Spirit of Prophecy that he was already 

informed about the coming judgment by a flood. If so, then this must have been about more than 

700 years before the flood.  
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1.  E.G. Whites view concerning the one hundred and twenty years 
 

Inspite of above mentioned reflections E.G. White has hold to the interpretation of the 120 years as a 

special probation- time before the flood. There are a lot of statements where she talks about this 

probation time before the flood. Here just two examples: 

‘ 

 

-BC- 19MR 

-TI- Manuscript Releases Volume Nineteen 

-CN- 1418 

-CT- The Danger of Prosperity; Talents To Be Used for God; An Appeal for New 

Commitment to Christ 

-PR- 02 

-PG- 386 

-TEXT- 

     "And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually" (Gen. 6:5). But the Lord gave man [a period of] 

probation of one hundred and twenty years. During this probation, Noah and his employed 

carpenters worked upon the ark, but the inhabitants regarded the message of Noah as an idle tale, and 

[their attitude toward] the building of the ark [was] as one that mocked. They would not believe the 

message. They charged Noah with being deluded, and they kept planting and building and marrying 

and giving 

in marriage, utterly regardless of the solemn message sent them of God. -END- 

 

 

-BC- 21MR 

-TI- Manuscript Releases Volume Twenty-one 

-CN- 1511 

-CT- The Judgments of God 

-PR- 03 

-PG- 65 

-TEXT- 

     In the antediluvian world, man refused to obey. There was an extraordinary prevalence of feeling of 

self-importance. Sinful man, with swelling pride, continued in deeds of unrighteousness. The Lord 

bore long with transgressors, and in mercy gave man a probation of one hundred and twenty years. 

If the evil-doers repented not, they were to be swept from the face of the earth by a flood of waters. 

Noah and his helpers were constantly at work preparing an immense boat. Many of the believing ones 

kept the faith and died triumphant. -END- 

 

 

So when I got more and more involved to this problem I came to the conclusion that with this view -  

according to my personal understanding of the context in the Bible - E.G. White would - this 120 years 

concerning - be in disaccord with the Bible. My next thought was that I remembered a certain principle 

that we usually can apply, when something is not according to the whole truth. Usually, if something is 

right or not, or if there is not the whole truth in a story, we can tell it when contradictions come up. 

If E.G.White in this question was really in disaccord with the Bible, then I thought we probable could 

find some other contradictions or disaccords in the surroundings of the descriptions of pre-deluvian 

time and circumstances within the writings of E.G.White. With that in mind, I started this unusual 

procedure in order to find out the truth, and at the same time search for such eventual possible 

disaccords in her writings concerning the question of the 120 years. 
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Being convinced that E.G. White as a person living in a century, that was struggling with old 

interpretations of the Bible and with old traditional ideas, doctrines and prophetic interpretations, I 

knew that in her personal lifetime, even during the time when she already had visions, she had to 

change some old views. I also knew that she herself was warning the church of the following: 

 
There is no excuse for any one in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our 

expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many 

years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and truth 

can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close investigation. We are living in perilous times, 

and it does not become us to accept everything claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither can 

we afford to reject anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit of God; but we should be teachable, meek and 

lowly of heart. " Advent Review and Sabbath Herald -DT- 12-20-92 

 

With that in mind I was assured that even if I would find some further disaccords in her description of 

the time and circumstances of the time of Noah, it would not concern any doctrinal or fundamental 

belief. But it could be that there would be some disharmonies concerning the historical description 

of the events. So this would not be a reason to doubt the whole prophet and all her writings as some 

already did and others still would do it.  

Personally I have never learned more in other books then I did and still do in Hers. But probably we 

also have to have courage to explain things otherwise as she did, but still come to the same principal 

doctrinal conclusion than she did. This is exactly what I experienced in studying this question.  

 

The contradictions that I found in connection with the question concerning the 120 years I would like 

to present them in this short paper and to open them for discussion and solutions. 
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 Contradictions in E. G. White writings concerning 

the time of Noah 
 

There are 5 problems that I actually found, of which I personally think that they are all connected to 

the question about the 120 years.  

 

(1)  120 years are described as a probation-time before the flood. 

 

(2)  Enoch is represented as someone, who was a contemporary of Noah 

 

(3)  Enoch is described as someone who received the information about the flood first from Noah. 

(4)  Enoch is described as taken to heaven just shortly before the flood. 

 

(5)  The time when Enoch lived is described as the worst time in history just before the flood.  

 

 

1.) Enoch living in the 120 years before the Flood 
 

The first description that proved my supposition was the following one, where E.G.White talks about 

Seth and Enoch as living in the 120 years with Noah just before the flood. It was a quotation in the 

older edition of the ABC. Vol.7  p. 1088  

 

“God granted them one hundred and twenty years of probation, in which to consider, and during that 

time preached to them through Seth, Enoch, and Noah. They were reported as men shut up in prison. 

Had they listened to the testimony of these faithful witnesses, had they repented and returned to  their 

loyalty, God would not have destroyed them. But warnings made an impression on them only for a 

time. Christ was their atoning sacrifice, their Mediator, but they had no faith in Him, and His 

intercessions in their behalf were unavailing. As the time of probation drew nearer its close, the 

service due to God from them passed entirely from their thoughts; and the word went forth, "The end 

of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will 

destroy them with the earth." -END-     ABC. Vol.7  p. 1088 

 

 

Now we know that Noah was not even born, when Enoch was translated to heaven about 669 years 

before the flood. Seth however lived a little longer, but also died about 614 years before the flood! 

According to the chronologie of Gen 5 this was 14 years before the birth of Noah!  

  

As I wanted to look closer to the problem, I found out that this quotation has been modified in the 

newer Edition of the ABC,  and the name of Seth and Enoch where not there anymore.  

 

In the original document ( Ms 27,1899) we can find a correction from E. G. White with a phrase added 

to the text, but she did not correct the name of Seth and Enoch. 

 

However in the RH. 23-04.1901  the names are not there anymore. But there is no original copy that 

could show that E. G. White herself has corrected it. But it was obviously made at her time.  This 

corrected quotation was then printed in the new ABC. Here it is. 

 

-PC- RH 

-PT- Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 
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-DT- 04-23-01g 

-AT- The Great Standard of Righteousness 

-PR- 10 

-TEXT- 

     God granted them one hundred and twenty years of probation, and during that time preached to 

them through Methuselah, Noah, and many others of His servants. Had they listened to the testimony 

of these faithful witnesses, had they repented and returned to  their loyalty, God would not have 

destroyed them…..." 

 

As I wanted to know how this change would be justified I found a File in the E.G. White Estate at 

Andrews University, where research-papers tried to justify this correction and to show that E. G. White 

was aware of this problem in this original article. Finally one may have the idea, that it was just a fault 

of speed or tip-writing or something like that. But the problem seems more complicated then that.  

There is still an other article that I found in the CD-Rom that still has Enoch living with Noah within 

the 120 years of probation.  And it seemed even to be of later date. Here it is: 

 

-PC- AUCR 

-PT- (Australasian) Union Conference Record 

-DT- 09-15-02 

-AT- Doing God's Will 

-PR- 08 

-TEXT- 

     God determined to purify the world by a flood; but in mercy and love He gave the  antediluvians a 

probation of one hundred and twenty years. During this time, while the ark  was in building, the 

voices of Noah, Enoch, and many others were heard in warning and entreaty. And every blow struck 

on the ark was a warning message. 

-END- 

 

This second description of Enoch in the time of Noah made me think that E.G. White probably lived 

with the idea that Enoch really lived in the time of Noah. So I looked for evidences in this direction 

and I think I found some of them, that I would like to bring to the attention of the E.G.White Estate, in 

order to see for further explanations concerning this problem. 

 

 

 

2.  Enoch were informed by Noah about the flood 
 

According to E. G. White Enoch even got the information about the flood by Noah !  But in another 

context she said that God revealed him the coming flood by an angel. So there is still another problem.  

Here are the 2 texts: 

 

 

-BC- PP 

-TI- Patriarchs and Prophets 

-CN- 6 

-CT- Seth and Enoch 

-PR-1905 

-PG- 85 

-TEXT- 

     Through holy angels God revealed to Enoch His purpose to destroy the world by a  flood, and He 

also opened more fully to him the plan of redemption. By the spirit of prophecy He carried him down 
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through the generations that should live after the Flood, and showed him the great events connected 

with the second coming of Christ and the end of the world. -END- 

 

Two years later E. G. White made the following statement? 

 

 

-PC- RH 

-PT- Second Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 

-DT- 04-29-75 

-AT- Christ and the Law 

-PR- 07 

-TEXT- 

     Enoch first received instruction from Noah, and he observed the law of  God, and served him with 

singleness of heart. He became so pure in character that the Lord communicated his will to him, and 

through holy vision revealed the great events connected with Christ's second appearing, and also the 

wickedness that would prevail just prior to the end. …” -END- 

 

 

This presentation of  Noah and Enoch in the same period of time just before the flood are still 

confirmed by the following texts. All of them gives us the idea, that E.G.White was real thinking of 

Enoch as still living just before the flood.  
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3.  Enoch and Noah contemporaries ? 
 

The following descriptions confirm the supposition that E. G. White was thinking that Enoch 

lived the time of Noah, even in the time shortly before the flood break in.  
 

-BC- 3MR 

-TI- Manuscript Releases Volume Three 

-CN- 168 

-CT- Ellen G. White Visit to Nimes, France, Oct. 16-31, 1886 

-PR- 01 

-PG- 75 

-TEXT- 

     Will you have eternal life? If so, you must turn away from the pleasure  of the world. The 

wickedness in this age is as great as it was in the days of Noah. But one man was found that walked 

with God even in that crooked and perverse generation. Enoch kept his mind stayed upon God, and 

God did not leave him but finally took him from this sinful world. This man was a representative of 

those who will be translated to heaven when Christ comes to gather His people. Are we ready for the 

appearing of Christ? Have we 

washed our robes and made them clean in the blood of the Lamb? 

-END- 

 

The next two quotations, where E.G. White makes a parallel between the time of the flood and the 

time of the end of the world, should show us, what she had in mind, when she used the expression 

“just prior”. She did not think of generations before the event, but the generation who will be eye-

witness of the event! 

 

 

-TI- Sermons and Talks Volume Two 

-CN- 24 

-CT- The Christian's Hope 

-PR- 06 

-PG- 178 

-TEXT- 

     We are living in the last days. The closing scenes of this world's history, which our  Savior foretold 

would take place just prior to His coming, are now being enacted before us. Concerning this time 

 He said, "As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." The inhabitants 

of the antediluvian world were utterly unconcerned, and at the appointed time the flood came and took 

them all away. Had they believed the warning given by Noah, hey would not have risked everything by 

going on in wickedness. Notwithstanding their unbelief, destruction came. Unbelief will not change the 

certainty of Christ's second coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. -END- 

 

-BC- AA 

-TI- The Acts of the Apostles 

-CN- 52 

-CT- Steadfast Unto the End 

-PR- 02 

-PG- 535 

-TEXT- 

     Looking down through the ages to the close of time, Peter was inspired to outline  conditions that 

would exist in the world just prior to the second coming of Christ. "There shall come in the last days 



SEN731 – The 120 years of Gen.6,3                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     11 
 

scoffers," he wrote, "walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming? 

for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation." 

But "when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them." 1 

Thessalonians 5:3. Not all, however, ould be ensnared by the enemy's devices. As the end of all things 

earthly should approach, there 

 would be faithful ones able to discern the signs of the times. While a large number of  professing 

believers would deny their faith by their works, there would be a remnant who 

would endure to the end. -END- 

 

 

So we can see how E.G. White was real thinking that Henoch lived in this time just before the flood. 

She also was thinking that Enoch was translated to heaven just before the flood!  
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4. Enoch’s translation just before the flood 
 

 

-BC- 1SP 

-TI- The Spirit of Prophecy Volume One 

-CN- 6 

-CT- Seth and Enoch 

-PR- 01 

-PG- 65-BC- 2SAT 

     God's people will separate themselves from the unrighteous practices of those around  them, and 

will seek for purity of thought, and holy conformity to his will, until his divine image will be reflected 

in them. Like Enoch they will be fitting for translation to Heaven. While they endeavor to instruct and 

warn the world, they will not conform to the spirit and customs of unbelievers, but will condemn them 

by their holy conversation and godly example. Enoch's translation to Heaven just before the 

destruction of the world by a flood, represents the translation of all the living righteous from the earth 

previous to its destruction by fire. The saints will be glorified in the presence of those who have hated 

them for their loyal obedience to God's righteous commandments.    END 

 

 

-PC- RH 

-PT- Second Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 

-DT- 04-19-70 

-AT- Practical Remarks (Concluded) 

-PR- 10 

-TEXT- 

Now is the watching and trying time. Now it is the time to obtain a preparation to abide the day of his 

coming, and to stand when he appeareth. Do you say that you cannot do it because around you are so 

much sin and iniquity and corruption? I refer you to Enoch. He lived just previous to the world's 

being washed from its moral pollution, by a flood. He was on the earth at the time when corruption 

was teeming on every hand; and yet he bore the impress of the divine. He walked with God three 

hundred years; and he was not, for God took him, that is, translated him to heaven. The flaming 

chariots of God were sent for this holy man, and he was borne to heaven. Enoch had the witness that 

he pleased God. And this witness we can have. -END- 

 

 

After all this descriptions one may ask, what could have probably been the reason for such an 

imagination of the time of Enoch ? Probably we’ll only be able to ask this question to her in heaven. 

 

The following statements are not as clear, but still to me they have the idea of Enoch living in the 

lifetime of Noah. 
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-BC- PP 

-TI- Patriarchs and Prophets 

-CN- 6 

-CT- Seth and Enoch 

-PR- 03 

-PG- 88 

-TEXT- 

     By faith Enoch "was translated that he should not see death;  for before his translation he had this 

testimony, that he pleased God." Hebrews 11:15. In the midst of a world by its iniquity doomed to 

destruction, Enoch lived a life of such close communion with God that he was not permitted to fall 

under the power of death. The godly character of this prophet represents the state of holiness which 

must be attained by those who shall “redeemed from the earth" (Revelation 14:3) at the time of 

Christ's second advent.  

 

-BC- PP 

-TI- Patriarchs and Prophets 

-CN- 6 

-CT- Seth and Enoch 

-PR- 03 

-PG- 88 

But like Enoch, God's people will seek for purity of heart and conformity to His will, until they shall 

reflect the likeness of Christ. Like Enoch, they will warn the world of the Lord's second coming and of 

the judgments to be visited upon transgression, and by their holy conversation and example they will 

condemn the sins of the ungodly. As Enoch was translated to heaven before the destruction of the 

world by water, so the living righteous will be translated from the earth before its destruction by fire. 

 

 

This comparison to the endtime could to my estimation only be taken, if Enoch real still lived right 

before the flood broke in! And obviously E.G. White had this idea as all the descriptions here above 

could affirm.  The following statements are not as clear in this direction, but in the sight of  the already 

given statements they also give certain ideas, that E.G. White probably lived with the thought that 

Enoch was a cohabitant of Noahs generation, which was destroyed by the flood. 

 

-BC- LHU 

-TI- Lift Him Up 

-CN- 11 

-CT- Lift Him Up as Our Advocate and Infallible Judge 

-PR- 03 

-PG- 371 

-TEXT- 

“The inhabitants of the antediluvian world had the warning given them prior to their overthrow; but 

the warning was not heeded. They refused to listen to the words of Noah; they mocked at his message. 

Righteous men lived in that generation. Before the destruction of the antediluvian world, Enoch bore 

his testimony unflinchingly. And in prophetic vision he saw the condition of the world at the present 

time.  

 

 

-PC- ST 

-PT- The Signs of the Times 

-DT- 02-11-97 

-AT- The Obedient and the Disobedient 
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-PR- 08 

-TEXT- 

     What constituted the difference between Enoch and Noah, and those who were destroyed by the 

flood? Enoch and Noah were obedient to the law of God; the others walked in the imagination of their 

own hearts, and corrupted their ways before the Lord, disregarding all his requirements. By their 

disobedience they separated themselves from him, and provoked him to destroy them. Enoch and 

Noah were found righteous when tested by the law of God. Had the antediluvians kept the way of God, 

had they obeyed his commandments, they too would have been found righteous, and would have 

received the Lord's commendation. -END- 

 

The following statement also gives a very strong idea, that God warned the world before the flood 

during the 120 years, by Methuselah, Enoch, Noah, and many others. 

 

 

-PC- BEcho 

-PT-Bible Echo and Signs of the Times 

-DT- 07-01-87 

-AT- Noah's Time and Ours 

-PR- 07 

-TEXT- 

     Yet the whole world was not corrupt. There were a few faithful witnesses for God. Methuselah, 

Enoch, Noah, and many others labored to keep alive on the earth the  knowledge of the true God, and 

to stay the tide of moral evil. God declared that his Spirit should not always strive with guilty men, but 

that their probation should be a hundred and twenty years; if they did not then cease to pollute with 

their sins the world and its rich treasures, he would blot them from his creation; and these faithful 

ministers of  righteousness gave the warning message. But the light was not heeded, and the preaching 

of Noah and his co-laborers impressed hearts less and less. Many, even of the worshipers of God, had 

not sufficient moral power to stand against the corrupting influences of the age, and were beguiled 

into sin by the bewitching allurements that were constantly before them. -END- 

 

The idea of this statement is also obviously that the 120 years were the special time of probation for 

the antediluvian world, a time of highest corruption, but a time, when according to E.G. White 

Methuselah, Enoch, Noah and others gave their message of warnings faithfully to that world. It is clear 

that Methuselah lived during this time, but the problem is with Enoch! 

 

 

 

5. The corruption in the time of Enoch 
 

In the next statements E. G. White describes the time, in which Enoch lived as a time, as it has never 

been before him and after him.  

 

-BC- 1BC 

-TI- S.D.A.Bible Commentary Vol. 1 

-CN- GEN1 

-CT- Genesis 

-PR- 01 

-PG- 1088 

-TEXT- 

     <SB 24. No Moral Darkness So Dense. <EB--Enoch walked with God, while of the  w ld around 

him sacred history records, "And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
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every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." Enoch's righteous life was in 

marked contrast with the wicked people around him. His piety, his purity, his unswerving integrity 

were the result of his walking with God, while the wickedness of the world was the result of their 

walking with the deceiver of  mankind. There never has been and never will be an age when the moral 

darkness will be so dense as when Enoch lived a life of irreproachable righteousness (MS 43, 1900).-

END- 

 

Now, if we consider that Enoch lived almost 700 years before the flood, then at this time we would 

just have the real beginning of the increasing evils in the antediluvian world. This was only in the 7
th

 

generation after the creation of Adam. From this generation we know from the chronology of Cain in 

Gen. 4  that it was the time of Lamech, of whom all different kinds of negative developments began. 

(See Gen. 4,19-13) 

So the time, when Noah lived more than 600 years later, must surely have been much more morally 

and spiritually declined than it was 600 years before in the time of Enoch!  

 

This was by the way also noticed by James White in his booklet “God’s memorial” p. 14. He argued 

about the necessity of the Sabbath in past ages even from the time of Adam on and wrote: “…and if it 

(the Sabbath) was needed then by Adam how much more still by Abel. … And it was still more 

essential to the spiritual wants of the race in the days of Enoch and the more degenerate age of 

Noah.” 
It is also to be noted, that the above quotation from E.G. White, which includes a text from Gen.6,5, 

does - in the biblical context from Genesis 6 - not describe the corruption of the time of Enoch, but the 

situation in the time of Noah. It was only at this time, that God decided to blot out humanity by a flood 

and that he made his covenant with Noah, as we see in Gen. 6,5-18.  

At this time Enoch was already more than 600 years in heaven, and Noah was already more than 500 

years old. But according to the biblical data the order to build the ark must have been given by God to 

Noah as he already had his family as we will see in the following section. 

 

  

6.  The biblical view concerning the length of time for building the ark 
 

To find out what the Bible really says about the time-period when the ark was build, we have to ask 

the following questions. 

How many years before the flood did Noah probably get the divine order to build the ark? If the 120 

years in Gen. 6,3 would not have to be understood as the special time of probation, then how else 

could we eventually know how long Noah had time to build the ark?  

If we do not consider that Gen. 6,3 would be the information about the time- period to the flood, what 

other way could we find in the texts of the Bible, in order to find out when Noah was called by God to 

prepare for the flood and to preach the last warning to his world? 

 

 The information about his family-situation 

 

The only way I was looking for a answer, was the question about his family-situation. As I grow up as 

an Adventist I was used to hear about building the ark. I was used to see pictures which showed Noah 

with his sons to cut trees in the forest for the ark. So I think that in every Adventist mind the idea is 

there that Noah’s sons where already adult men when they started to build the ark.  

There are many books that talk about his sons and his family helping Noah from the beginning on, to 

build the huge boat. I never found an Adventist or other Christian, who would not have believed it like 

that. So we again would have to ask, where do we have this thinking from? Is it from the Bible, or is it 

also a traditional thinking? 
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But this time probably every Adventist, who knows his Bible, would show me this idea about the 

family of Noah out from the context in Gen. 6:5-18. There we read how the earth was completely 

corrupted and how God decided to destroy the world. This is said in Gen. 6,5-7. “And God saw that 

the wickedness of man was great in the earth….  And it repented the Lord that he had made man on 

earth, and it grieved him at his heart.” 

This text expresses just what God saw on this earth, and what he thought and felt about it. It is not yet 

said, that God has revealed His thoughts and His feelings about the situation on earth. It shows us that 

before God starts to act, he is first thinking it over for himself. Then comes the next step in v. 7. 

 

“And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the earth….” 

 

Notice, this text and even the whole portion of the chapter up to this verse does not say yet to whom 

God said or revealed it. It does not say yet that he said it to Noah! That comes only later in v. 13. It just 

says that God said. ...  So there must be someone to whom he must have spoken about his feelings and 

his plan to destroy the world! 

This should make us think in order to find out to whom God would have said first, what He decided by 

himself and what He was going to do before he revealed it to Noah? 

 

 An investigation judgment before the flood? 

 

I would suggest to think about a kind of heavenly investigation judgment that took place in heaven 

before He destroyed the world by the flood. How could God destroy the world and not talking with all 

His faithful angels and servants in heaven before he makes such a decision to destroy billions of 

peoples!? How could he not inform all the angel, who were involved with this antediluvian people in 

order to bring them to repentance? I think that what God does not do here on earth, he also does  not 

do in heaven. He never would bring a judgment over a people or a world without revealing it before 

the angels in heaven as to men on earth. To understand that idea in its deepest sense we would have to 

think about the great controversy behind this events between Christ and Satan. 

 

However, the Bible tells us that God never brings a judgment over the world without previous warning 

given to the concerned people or generation. And he will not bring the last judgment over the world 

before having revealed and discussed it with all his faithful angels, who will have to take their part in 

the work of Gods judgments. These reflections could help us to get a deeper meaning about the 

investigation judgment in heaven before the coming of the Lord.  

So when Jesus said, “and as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the end of the world” did he 

also think about what was going on in heaven before the destruction of the flood broke in that before 

he would, and not only what has happened here on earth? 

 

 The call of Noah 

 

When God was seeing the world in its corrupted state he looked for a man, who would be ready to 

cooperate with him in warning the world and collaborate with God in preparing a mean of saving 

before the coming destruction. So while heaven was preparing for the destruction of the world, 

because all mankind has given itself to the influence and power of Satan, God and his angels still were 

trying to save some people on earth.  

But on the other side, the devil was demonstrating before the whole universe whether his government 

would be better than God’s government. He already in heaven has claimed to be able to govern with 

better laws and for a better universe. He sure made believe the antediluvians that being with God 

would be an obstacle for a higher development of human mind and progress. Exactly as he is working 

in our days. Now the time would have come to manifest the results of his governments before the 

whole universe! 
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But at this time not all of the men hear on earth believed the devils lies! In Gen. 6, 8 we read: “But 

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  

Then the text goes on and gives us the deeper reason and a first description why Noah found grace in 

the eyes of the Lord in that declined generation. “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, 

and Noah walked with God.” 

 

This was the reason why Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord to get the privilege to work with 

God in building the ark. He did not walk with the world, but with God! But we have to remember that 

at this time Enoch was already in heaven!  However we should notice, that in this time Noah was not 

the only just and perfect person. From all the quotations from Ellen G. White we saw that there were 

still many, who walked with God. 

 

“…and during that time preached to them through Methuselah, Noah, and many others of His 

servants. Had they listened to the testimony of these faithful witnesses, had they repented and returned 

to their loyalty, God would not have destroyed them (RH April 23, 1901)    -END- 

 

 The family of Noah 

 

Besides of all the other believing men that lived at this time, the Bible gives us the description of 

Noah’s family, that he had at this time.  “These are the generations of Noah: … Noah begat three sons, 

Shem , Ham, and Japhet. (ch. 6: 9 -10)   

But notice in verse 10 his wife is not yet mentioned. However we would not think that Noah got his 

sons without his wife. So the fact that his wife is not mentioned in this text does not mean that she was 

not yet there already at this time. So we will see that we have to see the story in the whole context. 

 

In v. 11-12 there again comes a certain description of the corrupted situation of the world in the time 

when Noah and his family lived. That’s why we sure can say that Noah had already his family at this 

time.  

So in this two verses we have a certain repetition of that what God already said by himself and 

probably to the angels in heaven. (v. 5-7)  If the information about the 120 years would have to be 

understood as the special time of probation, then this would have been the place in the context of the 

story, where we should find it again or even that we should find it for the first time. 

 

We should be aware that in this chapter 6  the corruption of the time of Noah is repeated three times! 

(v. 1-7;   v. 11-12;  and  v.13)  

So if the 120 years had to be seen as the special time of probation we should really wonder why it is 

not repeated within these texts. It is not even repeated in v. 13 - 22! This is the first text in chapter 6, 

where we exactly know, what God had said to Noah. Everything before this text, is merely a 

description of the situation about the development of the corruption from the time on, as men started to 

get multiplied on earth, as we see in v. 1. 

 

Now, only from verse 13 on it says: “And God said to Noah…”   This is now the place and the time 

when God revealed to Noah his plan to destroy the world. This also is the place and the time, when he 

gave him the order to build the ark exactly to the pattern that God gave him. It was in a certain way a 

same order to build something according to the divine instruction as God ordered to Moses. So God 

made the plan for the ark as he later had the plan for the sanctuary that Moses had to build according to 

the heavenly pattern! (Is there spiritual lesson for us ?) 

 

Now again we could say that at this time, when God really spoke to Noah in v. 13-21 he would have 

been supposed to tell Noah in this connection how long he would have the time to build on the ark, and 
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that it would be 120 years. But this is not the case! No mentioning is made about any time to wait for! 

This would be exactly as we know it from the end of the world! “It will be as in the days of Noah”, 

Jesus said!  The exact time and the hour will not be known up to a certain time before the coming of 

the very last events. But notice, to Noah God revealed that the flood would come in his lifetime and in 

the lifetime of his children! Will God do it again, as He did in the days of Noah?  

 

Now let’s come back to the family-situation of Noah. 

 

 The time to build the ark 

 

If Noah was already married and his three sons already born, as we surely saw it in this context, then 

we could try to find out, how long about before the flood it was when he got his sons and when God 

gave him the commission to start building the ark.? 

 

If Noah got the order after the birth of his son then it was not 120 years anymore, but it would have 

been less than 100 years. We know that Noah had his first son in his age of 500 years, and that the 

flood began as he was 600 years.  (Gen. 5,22, ans 7, 6) 

 

The first borne of the sons of Noah was interestingly not Sem but Japhet ! 

 

Japhet was the oldest one! (Gen,10:21)  

Sem was borne 98 years before the flood. (Gen  11:10)  It was 2 years after the flood when Noah was 

already 502 or 503 years. (It depends on the question if two years before the flood means two years 

after the end or the beginning of the flood)  

 

Ham was the youngest son! This we find out in  Gen. 9: 21-24, where he is called the youngest. That 

could have been about 2 years after the birth of Sem. So it would have been 96 years before the flood. 

Noah was then 504/505 years old. 

 

Now we know that Noah had 600 years when the flood began. (Gen 7, 11)  So, if God had given him 

the order to build the ark right after the birth of his third son, then it would have been less than 100 

years, about 96 years before the flood! 

 

This already brings us to the conclusion - founded on biblical ground - that the 120 years can not be 

seen anymore as a special time of probation before the flood neither the time that Noah had to build 

the ark and to preach the warning. 

 

But now we still read in v. 18 that God, at the time when he revealed to Noah what he was going to do, 

made a covenant not only with Noah but also with his wife, and his sons, and the wife of his sons!  

So this text according to my understanding of the exegetical situation of the whole chapter makes it 

still more clear that Noah’s family was already there as we always knew it from our Bible-stories. This 

tradition is surely build on good biblical ground!   

 

If now the sons of Noah were already married, as we could surely see in the text, than Noah did not 

have 120 years at all to build the ark.  The marriage age before the flood seems to have been at about 

65-100 years of age. (See Gen 5)   

If therefore only one of his sons would have got married at the average age of about 80 years it would 

have been 15-20 years before the flood. In this case Noah would have only had about 15-35 years 

maximum to build the ark.  

 

            age of Noah 
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I______________________ __________________________about  565 -585 

Noah’s birth     Japh.  Sem   Ham    Flood 

I_____________500_________________I___I___I__________96y______________I 

            I ---------I_________80 y.________--15-35 y--I 

          500y.        marriage        600y   

   age of Noah         age of Noah 

 

At this time Noah was more than 565 years old as God called him to build the ark. So we can ask, what 

Noah did in his life before? Was he not yet a preacher of righteousness?  

 

 120 years of life-time not of probation 

 

In conclusion to all this reflections we surely can see that the idea of the 120 years in Gen. 6:3  cannot 

be seen as the special time of probation prior to the flood, but much more the announcement of the 

decreasing age that took place in the centuries after the flood. (For a detailed study on this question 

and all his interesting background I offer a special paper to discuss this question also from the other 

possibility of interpretation with all the consequences for our understanding this passage of the Bible. 

(Unfortunately it is all in German) 

 

For this paper I would like to propose a certain solution to the problem of the statements of E.G.White 

we just described. 
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7. My personal proposition to resolve the problem 
 

If eventually it is true, that according to one of the above statements of E.G.White Enoch about 800-

600 years before Noah would have gotten the first information about the flood from an angel, what I 

think could be true in this whole description, then Enoch and even Seth would have already preached 

and warned about the flood, but without knowing the approximate time of the event. But when the 

time came nearer to the flood, God revealed to Noah that it would come in his generation. (Not within 

120 years!!!!)  But just 7 days before the flood he got the exact time and the exact day of the end of his 

world!  (Gen. 7:4) 

We just would have to take out the idea about the 120 years in the whole description and we could 

have a much better picture of the preachings of Enoch not in the time of Noah but in his time long 

before the flood. If we would see it like that then all the patriarchs from Enoch on to Noah would have 

been involved in the preaching of the warning before the flood. According to this view Noah would 

not have preached only for 120 years but he would have done it with his grandfather Methuselah and 

his father Lamech as E.G. White describes it rightly.  

Remember that Noah was 600 years at the time of the flood. So the warning about the flood would not 

have been just for a relatively short time of 120 years.  

This would be my proposition to see the situation and it would be a very interesting parallel to what we 

know by E.G. White about the endtime!  

 

 The parallel to the endtime- situation 

 

The Bible gives clear informations about certain signs, that would be only seen in the last generation 

just before probation closes, so that watching believers will be able to know the time of the last days of 

history.  

From E. G. White we also get the confirmation, that shortly before the coming of Christ there will be 

God’s voice that will announce the day and the hour from heaven when Jesus would come. This 

statement from E.G. White finds its biblical foundation in the parallel with the seven days of time in 

Noah’s days before the flood broke in! It came at a time, where probation for the world has been 

closed. 

 

So I would see that one way to resolve some problems with the above descriptions and disaccords in 

the statements from E. G. White concerning the time of Enoch would be only resolvable if we just take 

out the element of time in the description of the life of Enoch in E.G. White writings. If we do that 

then her descriptions could be fitted much better in accordance with the Bible. 

 

 A traditional involvement in E.G. White thinking? 

 

E.G. White may surely have been involved in a traditional thinking about this theme. All the Bible-

commentaries in her time prefer this interpretation of the 120 years as a probation-time before the 

flood. So we do not need to think that E.G. White had a special revelation on that. And as we look at 

all the texts about this time of Noah we will not find that she claims having had a vision about the 120 

years.  

It is also interesting that I did not find any text where she mentions the 120 years that she referred to 

Gen 6,3. So her use of the 120 years is neither based on the Bible nor based on a vision that she 

eventually would have had. So the conclusion would be that if a description of such historical details 

concerning the story of Enoch, Noah and the flood, could not be proved as based neither on the biblical 

narrative nor on a heavenly vision we are not bound to belief it any longer just because it has been 

believed for so long time. Our love to the truth must be greater as our love to old familiar thinking. I 
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surely think that this would be in perfect accordance with the spirit and the intention of E.G.White 

herself. 

 

The Millerites and the 120 Years 

 

We also sure know from the Millerites that they already were strongly stressing in their preaching the 

120 years of probation and that it even was an important argument for Miller to say, that it would be 

possible to know at least the year of the end of the world, or a certain period of years before the end, as 

it was in the time of Noah.  

So W. Miller was even stressing this traditional argument about the 120 years very strongly, in order to 

prove that his standpoint, to be able to know the time of the coming of Jesus a certain period of time in 

advance, must have been right, because of the parallel with Noah’s time. As I realized this historical 

fact, I even got more convinced how important it would be, to clear up this question and to get it in 

accordance with the inspired Word of God. 

 

I also looked already up in some of the books that E. G. White used to read for commentaries to the 

Bible and in all of them the thinking of the 120 years as a probationary time was already there. So this 

is an old traditional thinking in Christian world. Therefore God would have not needed to reveal it by a 

special vision just to E.G.White because every Christian believed it in her time. But there is no prove 

that God confirmed this thinking nor did He warn before it. But this must not astonish us, because God 

did not yet reveal to E.G. White every detail of truth. 

 

No confirmation in Old- and New-Testament Texts 

 

When we look at the Old-testament and in the NT, we do not find any information or confirmation 

about this time-period of 120 years before the flood. But we know that the New-Tetsament normally 

mentions some time-periods like the 450 years of sojourn in Egypt. 

We find the 400 or 430 years of Israel in Egypt. (Actes 7,6 and Gal 3,17) We find the 3 month of 

Moses in his mothers house before he was brought to the house of Pharao. (Actes 7,20)  We find the 

40 years in the house of Pharao, the 40 years in Midian (Actes 7,23+30), the 40 years in the desert 

(Actes 7, 36) So we see that the New Tetsament is used to mention the time of certain important events 

when they are described.  

 

Would Jesus or the Apostle Peter not have mentioned the 120 years, when they were talking about this 

time of Noah? Peter is even taking about the patience God had with this people before the flood. This 

would have been the right place to tell how long God had patience, if he had really believed the 120 

years as it is today. So this tradition obviously does not have its roots in the Bible. But where did it 

come from ???  It would take a special research in order to find out when this idea came up in history. 

 

So I would say that E.G. White was involved with this old Christian tradition and the result was 

obviously. In consequence I would not start to doubt all other writings she gave us, but I would just 

take her seriously at her own words, when she warned on so many different places about the necessity 

of further light, and when she encouraged to abandon traditional thinking, if it is not based on 

scripture. 

 

She even got a special information in a vision about the danger and consequences of traditional 

thinking within the Millerites in connection with their disappointment.  

 

 Warnings about traditions within God’s people 
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”Again I saw a cloud settle upon the waiting ones. I saw them turn their weary eyes downward. I 

inquired the cause of this change. Said my accompanying angel, They 

are again disappointed in their expectations. Jesus cannot yet come to earth. They must yet suffer for 

Jesus and endure greater trials. They must give up errors and traditions received from men, and turn 

wholly to God and his word. They must be purified, made white, and tried. And those who endure that 

bitter trial will obtain an eternal victory.”
1
 

 

Isn’t that a strange reason, why Jesus could not yet come in 1843 or 1844? Lots of us wouldn’t even 

think of such a reason for a delay of the return of Jesus. But we should notice in this quotation, that it 

was not just E.G. White, who gives this reason, but it was the interpreting angel in the vision, who said 

it so. 

An other important thing we should notice in this statement of the angel is the striking fact, that it 

seemed, as if this statement would be a heavenly interpretation of Dan.12,10 about the purification  

that is mentioned there. By the sentence - “They must be purified, made white, and tried”- , the angel  

in the vision quotes almost the phrase, as we find it in Dan. 12,10a.! By doing so, he does not bring 

this purifying process only in connection with the time before 1844, but also with the time after the 

disappointment! It has to be till the very end of the time.  

 

The same idea comes still a second time, where E.G. White again talks bout the people just before the 

disappointment. 

 

 “Jesus bade his angels go and strengthen them, for the hour of their trial drew on. I saw that these 

waiting ones were not yet tried as they must be. They were not free from errors. 

And I saw the mercy and goodness of God in sending a warning to the people of earth, and repeated 

messages to bring them up to a point of time, to lead them to a diligent search of  themselves, that they 

might divest themselves of errors which have been handed down from the heathen and papists. 

Through these messages God has been bringing out his people where he can work for them in greater 

power, and where they can keep all his commandments.
 2

 

 

These statements made me think a lot since I realized them in their context. The clinging on traditions 

as a reason for a delay of the coming of Jesus !?   

Did we already get rid of all this traditions from the centuries? Did our Pioneers and even E.G.White 

get rid of all traditions?  

We all know how she was growing in knowledge during all her lifetime. God did not show her all the 

errors right from the beginning of her visions, as he did not show the Millerites all their errors before 

the time of E.G.White. So it was all the way long in history. Why would we think that E.G. White has 

to be the great exception. Sometimes one get the impression that we want her see more perfect in her 

writings as even the writers of the Bible.  

We all have to live with certain contradictions in the Bible and we are not able to harmonizes them all, 

even if sometimes we try to do that.  God did not protect His own word in the Bible from all human 

changes and some real contradictions. Ellen G. White gives us a very interesting statement this 

concerning. 

 

“I saw that God had especially guarded the Bible; yet when copies of it were few, learned men had in 

some instances changed the words, thinking that they were making it more plain, when in reality they 

were mystifying that which was plain, by causing it to lean to their established views, which were 

governed by tradition. But I saw that the Word of God, as a whole, is a perfect chain, one portion 

linking into and explaining another. True seekers for truth need not err; for not only is the Word of 

                                                           
1 E.G. White  “Spiritual Gifts”, Volume 1  p.146 
2 Spiritual Gifts. Volume 1  p.156 



SEN731 – The 120 years of Gen.6,3                                                                       INITIATIVE Mitternachtsruf  www.hopeandmore.at     23 
 

God plain and simple in declaring the way of life, but the Holy Spirit is given as a guide in 

understanding the way to life therein revealed.  EW 220-221 

 

If God allowed it this way in the Bible to happen, why would we then be so concerned to try justify 

every little disharmony in the writings of E.G.White. Have her writings really to be more perfect than 

those of some authors of the Bible? 

 

I do not think that God gave her already all light, that our church would need till the very end of the 

time. If so, I would ask myself why God would still promise us prophets in the very last time, as we 

find it in Joel 3 and also in E.G.White’s writings itself.  Why would she exhort the church all the way 

long of her life to get deeper and deeper in God’s word and to look for new light, if all light would 

already be revealed in her writings? 

  

Now I do not think that this would concern important doctrines and fundamental beliefs. But I do think 

that God still wants us to give more clear insights in different subjects of the Bible. But there will not 

be increasing light and new light for us, if we are not ready to leave old light behind, even when it 

deals with little things. But those who love truth in small things will love it also in great things. But 

those to whom it is not important to deal with small things of truth can risk after a time also to not care 

about great truth. That’s finally a reason why I take my time to deal with this question. 

 

So even when this question of the 120 years is not a saving question, but if it is not according to the 

Bible, then we should be ready to put it in question and correct it, even when it has been believed for 

centuries. 

 

Conclusion 
 

 Statements from the Spirit of Prophecy referring to the necessity of  “new light“ in our 

interpretation of the Scriptures. 
 

To conclude this study, I would like to draw our attention to a few statements made by E.G.White in which she 

clearly makes us aware of the necessity and possibility of a changed  perspective and interpretation of scripture.  

She even goes as far as saying that even her own knowledge which has been recorded is not absolutely 

infallible.  This can be seen in the following quotation in which she includes herself! 

 

„We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. Those who 

think that they will never have to give up a cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be 

disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas and opinions with determined persistency, we cannot have 

the unity for which Christ prayed. In regard to infallibility, I never claimed it; God alone is infallible. His word 

is true, and in Him is no variableness, or shadow of turning.--Letter 10, 1895.“  1SM -p. 37 

 

I am also very much aware that this could lead to problems; this may lead to some critics questioning everything 

she wrote whenever  it does not correspond with their ideas.  I believe that E.G.White simply wanted to say that 

all her explanations and expositions should be tested and proved by Scripture and that mistakes and inaccuracies 

will still arise even if these do not arise in the essential fundaments of our beliefs. 

 

In the following quotations E.G.White suggests that, inspite of inspired exposition of Scripture, there still needs 

to be some change in the interpretation of Revelation. 

 

”There is no excuse for any one in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our 

expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many 

years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and truth 

can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close investigation. We are living in perilous times, 

and it does not become us to accept everything claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither can 
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we afford to reject anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit of God; but we should be teachable, meek and 

lowly of heart. " Advent Review and Sabbath Herald -DT- 12-20-92 

 

Take note how E.G.White included herself in this process! Pay special attention to the time this statement was 

made (1892) 
 

According to this statement we can still expect and receive new light even after that time. Shouldn’t we even be 

fervently praying for more light  especially as we have been told that God wants to give us more?   

 

Aren’t we standing in great spiritual danger of holding on to old opinions and traditional expositions and 

standpoints? 

 

„No man should think that human opinions are to be immortalized. Any man taking the stand that he will never 

change his views places himself on dangerous ground. Those who hold the position that their views are 

unchangeable can not be helped; for they place themselves where they are not willing to receive counsel and 

admonition from their brethren“  (Letter 12,1911). 3ABC 1161 

 

All these statements force me to ask whether it is not high time that we started to keep a look out for such new 

knowledge in different areas. 

We must also ask ourselves whether it was really E.G.White’s desire and intention to have the last word in all 

the questions of exposition. It seems clear to me that God wanted to give us even more light than that which we 

received from E.G.White. 

 

This is reinforced by the following statement which has already been mentioned: 

 

„“In regard to infallibility, I have never claimed it; God alone is infallible.  His word is true and in him is no 

variableness, or shadow of turning“ (LETTER 10, 1895  ISM p37) 

 

We have to understand E.G.White with a new kind of comprehension and reconsider our understanding of 

inspiration.  Finally, I would seriously like to request that nobody who should read this study be of the 

understanding that I am doubting E.G.White.  I do not want to do that at all.  Those who have read all my other 

studies, will know how much I value her in helping me in my understanding of the Bible! 

Every upright reader will realize that I would like to keep everything worth holding on to, but get rid of that 

which is not.  E.G.White challenges us to do that very same thing. 
 


